THE ROYAL PLOT
his view. If statesmen could not see their way to serve the
King as he wished to be served, they had no expectation of
ever being called again to public service. Indeed, the dis-
tinction was very nice between opposition and treason.
What, then, was to be done ? It was plain that the King,
with all the downright resolution of his nature, was actively
and of set purpose subverting the faith and Constitution of
the country, contrary to all he had promised and to its inflex-
ible resolve. For a space many endured in silence. The
Whigs, though outraged, were in eclipse. The Tories,
almost equally distressed, were wrapped up in the Church of
England. One of the cardinal doctrines of that Church
since the Restoration had been non-resistance to the royal
power. With infinite imprudence the King wore away this
security.
While, during the whole of 1686 and 1687, James held
Parliament in abeyance, and used his dispensing power to
introduce Roman Catholics into the various high offices,
military and civil, Whigs and Tories drew closer together.
The glaring differences which had sundered them in the last
reign faded before their growing common peril. James could
not fail to see that he was uniting the party that had
challenged his brother and the party which had rallied so
ardently to his brother's defence. He felt himself in presence
of the silent hostility of all those forces which had brought
about the Restoration and on which his own throne was
based. He now embarked upon a political manoeuvre which
was at once audacious, crafty, and miscalculated. Hitherto
he had striven only to relieve his Catholic subjects. He
would now bid for the aid of the Dissenters, who lay equally
under the ban of penal laws. He would unite the flanks of
politics against the centre, and lead the old Roman Catholic
nobility and gentry to make common cause with Puritans and
Roundheads. All those who suffered for their faith through
the hard laws demanded by the majority of the nation should
band themselves together behind him in the name of religious
toleration. The chapels and conventicles should find in him
their champion against the Established Church. If Whigs
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